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“. . . . There are cases where the State 
engages in straigh�orward viola�ons of 
its own laws—viola�ons which, while 
appearing as crude transgressions not 
covered by the law, are no less part of 
the structural func�on of the State.  The 
state-ins�tu�onal structure is always 
organized in such a way that both the 
State and the dominate classes operate 
at once in accordance with the law and 
against the law.”                                   
Nicos Poulantzas (1978) 

“Given that blacks are considered by 
many, including court authori�es, to be 
“animals” and that their violent 
behavior was viewed by many as a 
confirma�on of their animality . . . It is 
simply the case–and no survey data are 
necessary to demonstrate this thesis—
that [white] Americans are far more 
likely to tolerate the incarcera�on of 
blacks for prolonged periods of �me 
under inhuman condi�ons than they 
would be to tolerate similar indigni�es 
visited on whites.”                                 
Issac Balbus (1977) 

“The majes�c equality of the French 
law, which forbids both rich and poor 
alike from sleeping under the bridges of 
the Seine” [or begging or stealing for 
food in the streets]                                                
Anatole France (1894) 

 


