MA Linguistics
Annual Assessment Report for 2020-2021 AY
Reports completed on assessment activities carried out during the 2020-2021 AY will be due September 30th 2021 and must be e-mailed to the Director of Assessment, Dr. Douglas Fraleigh (douglasf@csufresno.edu).
Provide detailed responses for each of the following questions within this word document. Please do NOT insert an index or add formatting. For purposes of this report, you should only report on two or three student learning outcomes (department’s choice) even if your external accreditor requires you to evaluate four or more outcomes each year. Also be sure to explain or omit specialized or discipline-specific terms. 

Department/Program:           Linguistics                      	Degree  	MA		       

Assessment Coordinator:            Dr. Chris Golston       	                                                     

1. Please list the learning outcomes you assessed this year.
Goal 3:	Produce a research paper which demonstrate ability to carry out independent empirical, experimental, or theoretical research. 
Objective 3.1	Critically review relevant literature theoretically and empirically. 
Objective 3.2	Utilize appropriate methodology to collect data, interpret the data, and discuss theoretical implications.

2. What assignment or survey did you use to assess the outcomes and what method (criteria or rubric) did you use to evaluate the assignment? Please describe the assignment and the criteria or rubric used to evaluate the assignment in detail and, if possible, include copies of the assignment and criteria/rubric at the end of this report. 
The term project assignment in Ling 248 Sociolinguistics (Fall 2020) was used to assess the learning outcomes in Goal 3. 
Description of the assignment: This assignment was broken down into seven sub-assignments (see Appendix for Ling 248 syllabus) with deadlines throughout the semester:
1. Project Topics: Each student will submit a sociolinguistic research question (phrased as a question and answerable with a semester project).
2. Topics & Annotated Bibliographies: Each student will submit a sociolinguistic research question (can be the same one submitted before) and an annotated bibliography with at least six relevant sources (briefly summarizing each source in terms of its relevance to the project).
3. Human Subjects Research Tutorial: In preparation for conducting human subjects research, students will complete a Human Subjects Research Tutorial.
4. Study Designs / Data Collection Plans: Each student will submit their final sociolinguistic research question, a description of their planned sociolinguistic experiment addressing the research question, and an overview of the proposed data gathering and statistical analyses.
5. Projects Presentations: Each student will use Google Slides to create a PowerPoint-style presentation (with 10-12 slides) summarizing their term project (including background, methodology, results, discussion, etc.) and share the slide presentation with the professor via Google Slides.
6. Discussion of Presentations: The professor will embed each student’s Google Slides presentation into a discussion board on Canvas. Each student will view a minimum of five classmates’ presentations and ask substantive questions about / make substantive comments on each one. Each student will also respond to questions and comments on their own presentation (but if there are more than five questions and comments, responding to five will be sufficient).
7. Project Papers: The final paper should follow the format of the journal articles we’ve been reading throughout the semester and should take into account all feedback received, including peer responses from the Project Presentation Discussion Board.
Grading criteria/rubric: The assignment (including each sub-assignment) was graded based on the instructor’s expertise and years of experience of the subject area of sociolinguistics. 
3. What did you learn from your analysis of the data? Please include sample size (how many students were evaluated) and indicate how many students (number or percentage instead of a median or mean) were designated as proficient.  Also indicate your benchmark (e.g. 80% of students will be designated as proficient or higher) and indicate the number of students who met that benchmark.
There were 14 students in this class and 80% (12 out of 14) were deemed proficient, which just meets our benchmark of 80%.
4. What changes, if any, do you recommend based on the assessment data?
We found that the term project assignment assessed the learning outcomes very well, clearly addressing the learning outcome Goal 3, “producing a research paper which demonstrate ability to carry out independent empirical, experimental, or theoretical research”. The breaking down of the assignment into small manageable sub-assignments throughout the semester is effective in helping students formulate a strong research project, develop a critical review of the relevant literature, and come up with an appropriate empirical design for data collection and analyses to answer the research question. 
Recommended changes: Improvement could be made in creating and use explicit grading criteria in writing for each sub-assignment, so students understand the expected outcomes clearly. 

5. If you recommended any changes in your response to Question 4 in your 2018-19 assessment report, what progress have you made in implementing these changes? If you did not recommend making any changes in last year’s report please write N/A as your answer to this question.
N/A

6. What assessment activities will you be conducting during AY 2021-22?
We’ll be looking at the MA theses produced that academic year. We plan to assess the following student learning outcome in ay 2021-22:
Goal 3:	Produce a research paper which demonstrate ability to carry out independent empirical, experimental, or theoretical research. 
Objective 3.1	Critically review relevant literature theoretically and empirically. 
Objective 3.2	Utilize appropriate methodology to collect data, interpret the data, and discuss theoretical implications.

7. Identify and discuss any major issues identified during your last Program Review and in what ways these issues have or have not been addressed.
The most recent program review (2015) made the following recommendations in curriculum development for the MA program and the department has made efforts to address each of them.

(1) “The development of new graduate courses in research methods, language structures for teachers, a survey of applied linguistics, a morphology course, and a semantics course in the future.”

· Dr. John Boyle has developed and offered an undergraduate Morphology course every other semester since 2017.
· The department conducted a search for a linguist specializing in TESLO/SLAT (Second Language Acquisition and Teaching) and applied linguistics in 2016-2017. We successfully hired Dr. Jaydene Elvin who started here in fall 2017. Dr. Elvin has contributed to the development of graduate course in research methods and will be offering the graduate research methods class in Fall 2018. She is our TESOL program coordinator and oversees internship opportunities and service learning for TESOL students in the MA and BA programs.
· The department also hired John Lyon, a tenure-track faculty member who specializes in semantics. He developed a new Semantics undergraduate course in Fall 2018, and this course was converted into a regular course as Ling 156 and added to a core course for linguistics undergraduate majors as a main program change. Unfortunately, due to many reasons Dr. Lyon decided to leave the department for a professorship in Canada in Fall 2020. But Ling 156 remains a core course for linguistics majors and is offered regularly.  

(2) “making the TESOL option more general and applying it to teaching subsequent languages other than English”

· Our core and required courses for the TESOL option are offering students theoretical and practical training to teach subsequent languages other than English. We submitted a curriculum change proposal and was approved by the university curriculum committee to change the TESL option to TESOL/SLAT to reflect the broader scope of curriculum.

(3) “Culminating Experiences and Student Direction”

· The department faculty have agreed to develop the Project option for the students in the TESOL option. We have included internship opportunities in the TESOL program through Fresno Adult School, San Joaquin Memorial High School, and Agriland Farming Company, and incorporated these experiences into the curricula for Ling 141, Ling 171, Ling 241 and Ling 244. Ling 241 have been converted into a service-learning course. We will work on developing ways in which these experiences can be incorporated into the students’ culminating experience.



Appendix: Ling 248 Sociolinguistics syllabus (Fall 2020)
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Projects Presentations and Discussion of Presentations: Each student will use Google Slides to
create a PowerPoint-style presentation (with 10-12 slides) summarizing their term project (incuding
background, methodology. results, discussion. etc.) and share the slide presentation with the
‘professor via Google Slides.

Discussion of Presentations: The professor will embed each student’s Google Slides presentation
into a discussion board on Canvas. Each student will view a minimum of five classmates”
‘presentations and ask substantive questions about /make substantive comments on cach one. Each
student will also respond to questions and comments on their own presentation (but if there are more
than five questions and comments, responding to five will be sufficien)

Project Papers: The final paper should follow the format of the journal articles we've been reading
throughout the semester and should fake into account all feedback received, including peer sesponses
from the Project Presentation Discussion Board.

Ttem Description Points | Percentage
[ Quizzes (1 @5 points. 4 @ 10 points. 5 @ 15 points. 1 @ 20 poits) [ 140 | 14%
Discussions (1 @ 10 points, 10 @ 20 points cach) 21%
Reading Reports (10 (@ 20 points cach)
‘Project Topic (Due Fri.. Sept 25) 30 3%

52
&

‘Human Subjects Research Tutorial (Due Fri_ Oct2) 50 5%
‘Annotated Bibliography (Due Fri.. Oct 9) 80 8%
Final Study Design / Data Collection Plan (Due Fri., Oct 16) 50 5%
‘Project Presentation (Due Fri_, Dec 4) 80 8%
Discussion of Project Presentations (Due Wed_, Dec 9) 60 %
Project Paper (Due Thu. Dec 17) 100 [10%
Total 1000 [100%

Grading scale:

900 points or more = A

800-899 points =B

700799 points =C

600699 points =D

599 points or fewer =F

(COURSE POLICIES & SAFETY ISSUES

Adding and Dropping Classes: Students are responsible for understanding the policies and
‘procedures about the adding/dropping of classes, academic renewals, etc. Students can find more
information on adding and dropping at

hitp://www fresnostate.edu/studentaffairs/classschedule/registration/add-drop html.
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'UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND SERVICES

For information on the University’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism. refer to the Class.
Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and.
Regulations).

‘Students with Disabilities: Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university,
students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For
‘more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in the Henry Madden Library.
Room 1202 (278-2811).

Honor Code: “Members of the Fresno State academic community adhere to principles of
academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related activifies.”
‘Students should:

2)  understand or seck clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course
(including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration)

b)  neither give nor seceive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is
used by the instructor as the basis of grading.

) take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to seport i to the
instructor or other appropriate official for action.

Cheating and Plagiarism: Cheating is the actual or aftempted practice of fraudulent or
deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obfaining course credif; such acts also
include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts oceur in relafion to examinations.
However, it is the infent of this definifion that the term 'cheating’ not be limited to examination
situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an
uncamed academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of
cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by
‘misrepresenting the material (ic., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work.
Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from 2 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an
F for the course, to expulsion from the university. For more information on the University's
‘policy regarding cheating and plagiarism refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating
and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations).

Computers: "At Califomia State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to
semote resources are recognized as being integral o the education and rescarch experience
Every student s required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access fo a
‘workstation (including a modem and a priater) with all the recommended software. The
‘minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by
academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology
Services (http://orww fresnostate edultechnology) or the University Bookstore

(uttp://svww kennelbooksiore com). In the curriculum and class assigaments, students are
‘presumed to have 24-hour access to  computer workstation and the necessary communication
links to the University's information resources.”
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Disruptive Classroom Behavior: "The classroom is a special environment in which students
and faculty come together to promote leaing and growth. It is essential to this leaming
environment that respect for the rights of others secking to lear, respect for the professionalism
of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. Differences of
viewpoint or concems should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process,
creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and
compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an
understanding of the community in which they live. Student conduct which disrupts the learning
‘process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.”

Copyright Policy: Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have
‘produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship.,
or rescarch. Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder. The user of this work
i responsible for adhering to copyright law of the ULS. (Title 17, U.S. Code). Students are
encouraged to visit the University’s Copyright Web Page to familiarize themselves with
copyright and fair use policies: hitps:/library.fresnostate.cdu/infolcopyright-policy
hitp://libguidescsufiesno.edu/copyright

Blackboard course web sites contain material protected by copyrights held by the instructor,
other individuals or institufions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with
copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material. Students may
download one copy of the materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or
educational purposes only, provided that students (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the
duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright nofice originally
included with the material. Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied,
reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted. transmitted, or disiributed in any way without the
‘permission of the original copyright holder. The instructor assumes no responsibility for
individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site.

For firee tutoring on campus, contact the Learning Center
(http/fresnostate edu/studentaffairs/c) in the Collection Level (basement level) of the Heary
Madden Library. They can be reached by phone at 559.278.3052.

Our campus has developed SupportNet (Lip:/fresnostate edu/siudentaffairs/lrc/supportner) to
connect students with specific campus resources promofing academic success. Students may be
referred to it if I believe they need the services provided by SupporfNet to succeed in my course.

STUDENT HANDBOOK

Information on student rights, responsibiliies, academic honesty, etc., can be found on the
Fresno State Student Handbook web page. The web page is located at:

‘tip:/fwww. fresnostate edu/studentaffairs/division/general/studenthandbook.
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'SYLLABUS FOR SEMINAR IN SOCIOLINGUISTICS (LING 248)

Term: Fall 2020

Tnstructor: Michael Shepherd

Units: 3

‘E-Mail: mshepherd@csufiesno.cdu

Class Time: Asynchronous (no specific

Office Hours: By appointment via Zoom

“meeting” times). but things will be due
‘most weeks by 11:59pm Wednesday
andlor 11:59pm Friday

‘Virtual Office:
‘https/fresnostate zoom us/j/5309858305

Class Location: Fully online

Course description: A critical survey of current research in sociolinguistics; research
‘methodologies; theoretical issues conceming the relationship between linguistics variation and
Social variables, such as social class, ethnicity, gender, and social relations; bilingualism,
‘mulfilingualism, world Englishes, and language planning; implications for language teaching.
Prerequisite: LING 148 or consent of instructor

'REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS

Links to the readings will be posted on Canvas

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE*

*Subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

Deadlines Topic Reading Project
Assignments |  Assignments
Fri. Aug2l | Course mtroduction  syllabus
Fri.Aug28 | Key concepts for sociolinguistic | Taghamonte
research 2006, chs 1 &2
Wed. | Fri. | Noustandard “fike” (Production | Dailey-O'Cain
Sept2 | Sept4 | & Perception) 2000
Wed. | Fni. | Written guises: Strengths & ‘Buchstaller
Sept9 | Sept 11 | limitations (Perception) 2006
Wed. | Fri. | Rescarchusing pre-existing data | Linneman 2013
Sept 16 | Sept 18 | (Production)





image2.png
Deadlines Topic Reading Project
Assignments |  Assignments
Wed. | Fri. | Measuring perceptions in temns of | Bouthis & Giles | Project Topic
Sept 23 | Sept 25 | (in)action (Perception) 1976
Fri.Oct2 | Swtistics Your Biblio | Fuman Subjects
‘graphy Material | Research Tutorial
FriOct9 | Annotated Bibliography Your Biblio- | Annotated
graphy Material | Bibliography
Wed | Fri. | The original “rapid & anonymous | Labov 1966/ | Fnal Study
Oct14 | Oct 16 | survey” (Production) 2006, ch. 3 Design/ Data
Collection Plan
Wed. | Fri. | Assessing children's Rosenthal 1974
Oct21 | Oct23 | sociolinguistic knowledge
(Perception)
Wed. | Fri. | Theonginal -ing/n study Fischer 1958
Oct28 | Oct 30 | (Production)
Wed. | Fri. | The English of Asian American | Newman & Wa.
Nov4 | Nov6 |native English speakers 2011
(Production & Perception)
Wed. | Fri. | A more recent rapid & Dinkin 2018
Nov 11 | Nov 13 | anonymous study (Production)
Wed. | Fri. | A more recent perception study | DeFrank &
Nov 18 | Nov 20 | (Perception) Kahlbaugh 2019
Fri.Nov2] | NO CLASS- Thanksgiving
Break
Fri.Dec4 | Project Presentations Due Presentation Due
Wed_ Dec9 | Discussion of Presentations Due Discussion of
Presentations
Thu. Dec17 | Final Papers Due Final Paper Due

Course goals: The two overarching goals for the course are for students 1). to become
comfortable reading primary sources (joumal aricles) relevant to sociolinguistics and 2). fo
develop the skills and experience necessary to conduct sociolinguistic rescarch of their own.
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‘Student Learning Outcomes: By the end of this course, students will be able fo:
1. Critique existing research relevant to sociolinguistics. Specifically, given a joumal article,

a
b, Identify the hypotheses and how they follow from the lterature review
<. Analyze the methodology, data, and staistical analyses

d. Consider whether data justify the conclusions

e Recommend potential improvements

Critique the study methodology, identifying arcas for improvement

Reading Reports: For every reading assignment starting with Dailey-O"Cain 2000, students will
e required to submit a reading report via Canvas by 11:59pm on the corresponding Wednesday
following the Reading Report Guidelines on Canvas.

Discussions: In addifion to the self-infroduction discussion, worth 10 points, there will be a
discussion for every reading assignment starting with Dailey-O"Cain 2000. To receive full credit
for the reading discussions (20 points), students nust complete three fasks. 1). Post a single

question (or a set of closely related questions) about the reading by 11:59pm on the
corresponding Wednesday, following the Discussion Questions portion of the Reading Report
Guidelines on Canvas. 2). By 11:59pm on the following Friday. respond to one classmate’s
original question that has not yet been addressed. and 3). post at least three other responses (¢.&..
respond fo the classmate who responded to your original question, suggest an altemative
response to a classmate’s question, ask or answer follow-up questions).

Project Topics: Each student will submit a sociolinguistic rescarch question (phrased as a
question and answerable with a semester project).

Topics & Annotated Bibliographies: Each student will submit a sociolinguistic research
question (can be the same one submitted before) and an annotated bibliography with at least six
relevant sources (briefly summarizing each source in terms of its relevance to the project).

‘Human Subjects Research Tutorial: In preparation for conducting human subjects research.
students will complete a Human Subjects Research Tutorial.

‘Study Designs / Data Collection Plans: Each student will submit their final sociolinguistic research
question, a description of their planned sociolinguistic experiment addressing the research question,
and an overview of the proposed data gathering and statistical analyses.




