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September 16, 2013
Members Present:
Lynn Williams (Chair), Kevin Ayotte (Vice-Chair), Diane Blair (University-wide), President Joseph Castro, Interim Provost Andrew Hoff, Thomas Holyoke (At-large), Michael Jenkins (At-large), Loretta Kensinger (State-wide), Rebecca Raya-Fernandez (At-large)
Excused Absent:
Moses Menchaca (ASI)
Visitors:
Venita Baker, Michael Caldwell (AVP Faculty Affairs)
The meeting was called to order at 3:10 p.m. by Chair Williams in HML 2108. 
1.
Agenda.
MSC
to approve the Agenda.

2.
Minutes of 9/9/13.


MSC to approve the minutes of 9/9/13.
3.
Communications and Announcements.

A.
Provost Search.
President Castro announced that the Provost Search Committee held its first meeting today and anticipates completion of the search in early spring 2014.
B.
Tablet Initiative.
President Castro announced that there was an informative meeting between Apple and university leadership including President Castro, several of the Vice Presidents, technology directors, and Senate leadership. The next step is a site visit to CSU-Northridge, which has implemented a tablet program. President Castro will continue to update the Executive Committee.
Senator Blair (University-wide) asked if the university is considering having financial aid cover part of the cost. President Castro answered yes, with several scenarios for financial aid funding under consideration as well as private contributions.

Senator Kensinger (State-wide) asked if the goal is to have all students get tablets. President Castro stated that the initiative will likely start with a pilot cohort and then build from there.

Discussion ensued re: various concerns and how best to solicit and compile faculty input.

C.
Valley Firsts! Exhibit.
President Castro praised the exhibit and encouraged members of the Executive Committee to visit it.
D.
Email dated September 12, 2013 from Kevin Ayotte re: Electronic WPAF Task Force.
Vice Chair Ayotte and Associate Vice President Caldwell (Faculty Affairs) summarized the background of the proposed task force.

Discussion ensued re: membership and authority of the task force. The call will specify that the task force is only providing a preliminary report of its findings and that the Chair of the Senate Personnel Committee (or designee) will also be part of the task force.
Vice Chair Ayotte will send a university-wide call for nominations.

E.
Email dated September 4, 2013, from Melissa Ginotti re: Academic Senate Representative to the University Student Union Board.

Vice Chair Ayotte will send a university-wide call.
4.
Interim Policy for Initiating Voluntary Suspension of a Graduate Program. First Reading.
MSC to refer this item to the University Graduate Committee for review and reformatting according to the following:

• Please review this proposed policy against APM 214 Policy on Academic Undergraduate Program Discontinuance and APM 223 Standards for Continuation and Procedures for Termination of a Graduate Program to ensure there is no overlap. The Executive Committee is concerned that APM 214 provides detailed explanation and procedures whereas the proposed new policy for voluntary suspension of a graduate program is very brief and not formatted similarly to other APM documents.

• Can the new policy and procedures be integrated into one of the existing policies? If not, please format the new policy in a manner consistent with existing policy documents. APM 214 includes procedures for voluntary discontinuance of an undergraduate program, which might provide a simple model that can be adapted for voluntary suspension of graduate programs.
5.
Executive Session.
The committee entered executive session at 3:58 and returned from executive session at 4:00.

MSC to recommend Zoulikha Mouffak (Electrical and Computer Engineering) as the faculty representative to the Information and Educational Technology Coordinating Council.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:01 p.m.
The next meeting of the Expanded Executive Committee will be announced.

An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
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