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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO
5200 N. Barton Avenue, M/S ML 34
Fresno, California 93740-8014

Office of the Academic Senate

Phone: (559) 278-2743					Fax: (559) 278-5745

August 31, 2018


1. 	Approval of Agenda

2. 	Approval of Minutes

3. 	Communications and Announcements
a. 	12:30pm - Zero Cost Textbooks and GE Textbooks – Bryan Berrett

4. 	Old Business
a. 	MUSIC – 4A
b. 	MUSIC – 161A
c. 	MUSIC – 161B

5. 	New Business
a. 	CSU General Education Course List

6. 	New Course Proposals
a. 	HUM 129
b. 	HON 20
c. 	HON 21

7. 	Adjournment
 
 
Attending:
 
	Member
	College
	
Attendance 

	Ruben Casas
	CAH
	      X

	Chadley James
	CSS
	                    X 

	Spee Kosloff
	CSM
	      X

	Christina Luna
	KSOEHD
	      X

	Steven Payne
	CSM
	     X 

	Devendra Sharma
	CAH
	     X

	Andreas Stratemeyer
	CSB
	 

	Ajith Weerasinghe
	LCOE
	 

	Lynn Williams
	JCAST
	 

	Kathy Dunbar
	Student Affairs
	     X 

	Xuanning Fu
	Undergrad Studies
	                  X

	Melissa Jordine, Guest
	University assessment
	                 X 

	 Erica Lassen, Guest
	Articulation
	     X

	 Chris Beck
	ASI Student Rep
	                  X 


 
 Friday August 31st

The committee voted to approve the Agenda for the meeting. There was a friendly amendment to the minutes to add a sentence about the nature of the Crim 50 pilot and then the minutes were approved by a unanimous vote. 

3. Communications and Announcements
Dr. Fu discussed GE textbooks and the option of common textbooks across sections within a department.

Presentation by Bryan Berrett, Director of the Center for Faculty Excellence on Zero Cost GE Textbooks. An overview of Affordable Learning Solutions and Open Educational Resources and other resources and how they connect or do not connect to GE curriculum. Affordable Learning Solutions at Fresno State is an opportunity, Chancellor’s Office provided funding for initiative and Vang recruits faculty who are committed to reducing the cost of course materials. Some students are not purchasing the textbooks or course materials, sometimes it is an issue of cost. SB 1359 and then directive from the Chancellor’s Office and one requirement is to provide information on  ZCCM (Zero Cost Course Materials). Bryan is working with Dr. Fu to identify sections of course that have zero cost. Students have conversations with faculty to ask if they have explored the option of lower cost materials for their course. All course materials including  iclicker, tablets for DISCOVERe, etc. have to be factored into the cost of the course and might prevent it from being a zero cost course. 
Dr. Fu -- early adoption of textbooks and extend this to GE and have departments consider a common textbook and/or other materials. Last minute adoptions of books can be problematic. Consider common textbook and signature assignments related to GE student learning outcomes. 

Bryan gave an example of his own department CSDS that had a textbook and “master” course materials that were given to faculty assigned at the last minute. If faculty taught the course again and knew in advance they were teaching it, they could choose text and materials. Bryan has promised, as director of CFE and Affordable Learning Solutions, to identify and have pathways for GE at Zero Cost and pathways for at least two departments or programs for zero cost. An affordable learning solutions designations demonstrates that it saves students at least 30% from previously. Our campus bookstore is non-profit and not making money. Open Source textbooks and Bill and Melinda Gates commissioned textbooks by experts and textbooks are available at no charge. Instant Access is saving students over 500,000 dollars in about 74 sections and Dusty in Bookstore is working with Financial Aid to have cost deducted from financial aid and they can have materials by the first day of class. It is all digital, you get electronic access to materials and it is a one semester thing unless you pay more so you can keep digital materials or books. There is a print option but it works a little bit differently and the cost is a little different. 
  
3. Communication and Announcements Continued

Melissa -- ePortfolio and reviewing syllabi for compliance with APM 215. Faculty can designate an assignment even if syllabus has been distributed if they designate an existing assignment. Syllabi and designation and alignment will be checked in Spring 2019.
Dr. Fu referenced APM 241 which states syllabi should be distributed at beginning of semester but no later than last day to drop (census date) which is September 20th. Dr Fu is working with APP to change this policy to require the syllabi to be due earlier in the semester. 

Erica: update memo from CO re: external exams (EO 1036) – SP 2018 awarding external exams to clear GE: AP, CLEP & IB now have a list of what GE courses we must clear. She is working with Departments to articulate courses. 

Chadley, Old Business in regard to Music courses and reinstatement of waiver. Chadley asked for the motion to be tabled. This was proposed and and the committee voted unanimously to delay discussion of old business until the next committee meeting. 

Xuanning suggested that after review of Honors Courses, if there is an issue we should invite Saeed Attar to the meeting to discuss the proposals and the committee agreed to this action. 

Action Items:

Spee, Chadley, and Xuanning agreed to review HON 20 and HON 21 prior to next meeting
Christina and Steven agreed to review HUM 129 prior to next meeting

Dr. Fu proposed that Kathy continue to update GE list but now it would formally come to the GE committee to review and approve the list of official courses and new courses. Really a formality but have the weight of the committee behind it. Motion to have GE committee officially review list and GE requirement sheet and the motion was unanimously approved. 

Meetings adjourned.





